



Terms of Reference 
of the Global Alliance to Protect Children in the Digital Environment

Mission
The Global Alliance to Protect Children in the Digital Environment (hereinafter – the Alliance) is a multistakeholder mechanism of technical nature which promotes constructive collaboration among governments, private sector, academia and non-governmental organizations involved in shaping and implementing policies in the sphere of the protection of children in the digital environment. 
Its mission is the consolidation of efforts of all stakeholders to create a safe digital environment for children, to promote their creative and professional development around the world and to address the risks inherent in modern technologies, including AI.
Principles 
· Respect for the rights and interests of children;
· Shared responsibility of all stakeholders involved in shaping and implementing policies for safety of children in the digital environment (governments, private sector, academia and non-governmental organizations);
· Promoting digital literacy skills (for children, parents, teachers, etc.), which include best use of IT-technologies, including AI, for the purpose of age-appropriate creative and secure development of children without any discrimination;
· Prevent harmful and destructive effect of those technologies, including inappropriate content, on children, as well as undertake effective measures to remove illegal content aimed at children. 
Main tasks:
· Maintaining regular communication and dialogue among all relevant stakeholders aimed at finding best measures and solutions to ensure safety of children in the digital environment;
· Evaluation of the sufficiency of the undertaken measures and conduct of research with the aim of improving the effectiveness of efforts;
· Conduct of the research on trends, risks and best practices to ensure digital safety of children.
Status
The Global Alliance is an independent voluntary international association.
Membership
· Government bodies (interested government agencies, ministries and departments overseeing the ICT sector, digital economy, education; children's rights ombudsmen, etc.)
· Business
· Academic community 
· Non-governmental organizations
· Relevant international organizations
Partnerships 
· The Alliance is open for collaboration with all relevant international, regional and national organizations and entities working in the sphere of digital safety of children.
Architecture 
Joint Statement on the Global Alliance serves as a basis for political support of its establishment and is open for joining by all interested states and organizations.
The Chair of the Alliance is a representative of the Russian Federation as a country initiating the establishment of the Alliance. The Chair may appoint a Deputy Chair.
The Governing Body of the Alliance is the multistakeholder Board of the Global Alliance, which consists at least of 5 representatives from different regions of the world (with due regard to equal geographic representation and in accordance with UN regional groups of Member States: African States, Asia-Pacific States, Eastern European States, Latin American and Caribbean States, Western European and other States).
The seats are allocated to individual experts nominated by the governments or organizations – Members of the Global Alliance. 
The Board meets at least once a year to oversee progress and to make planning of next activities of the Global Alliance. It elaborates long-term strategy and prioritizes the activities of the Global Alliance in collaboration with the Chair. 
Operational work:
· Functioning of a dedicated website (digital platform) and an application with login registration and access to exclusive materials and contacts of Members of the Global Alliance;
· Establishment of expert level dialogue between different stakeholders;
· Conduct of evaluation of sufficiency of measures undertaken to ensure digital safety of children on the basis of Digital Childhood Safety Index;
· [bookmark: _ttwy64fsqkx6]Conduct of relevant research;
· Publishing and distributing a weekly digest to all registered platform participants.
Financial aspects
Members of the Global Alliance may provide voluntary contributions to support the activities of the Alliance.






