



Joint Statement on Global Alliance to Protect Children in the Digital Environment
on behalf of
High-Level Representatives of…

We affirm our commitment to ensure comprehensive protection for children in the digital environment.
We reaffirm our commitment to respect and ensure the rights of the child in accordance with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, approved by the UN General Assembly on 20 November 1989.
We emphasize that the best interests of the child are of paramount importance, as well as that taking measures to create conditions and equal opportunities for the harmonious and secure development of all children, including with diverse needs and abilities in the digital environment.
We affirm the need for a continuous dialogue between private sector, the government, and international organizations to unify efforts in shaping strategies and programs for protection of children in the digital environment at national, regional, and international levels, as well as the shared responsibility of all stakeholders concerned for the safety of children in the digital environment.
We emphasize that the rapid evolution of ICT’s, including artificial intelligence, gives rise to both new opportunities and new risks for children.
We are deeply concerned about the increasing incidence of child abuse in the digital environment (cyberbullying, personal data theft, fraud, sexual exploitation and abuse, involvement in crime schemes, etc.) and the need for effective preventive measures aimed at improving the digital literacy of children, parents, guardians, and educators and to enhance children's digital safety, as well as the need for effective measures to counter crimes committed against children in the digital environment, and by the children themselves.
[bookmark: _9jfnu9oisws6]We recognize that effective measures to prevent and combat child abuse in the digital environment and to remove illegal and destructive content and create educational and entertaining materials require multi-stakeholder partnerships involving the private sector,foster government, and civil society organizations.
We recognize that measures to protect children in the digital environment should be developed considering national laws and practices, special needs and contexts.
We affirm the need to conduct research aimed both at identifying and forecasting threats and at evaluating the effectiveness of measures taken to protect children in the digital environment
We recognize the need to foster international cooperation and pursue a participatory approach involving the public and private sectors, academia, and civil society organizations to promote social responsibility in the ICT sector in order to effectively utilize the various available tools to build trust in the use of ICT networks and services, reducing risks to children.
Therefore, we call for the establishment of Global Alliance to Protect Children in the Digital Environment to serve as a platform uniting all interested stakeholders to share best practices, seek synergies and amplify the effect of the undertaken measures in the relevant field.


 



